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The train depot about 1929. These are probably college students. 
Photo provided by Harold Strobridge. 
From Our Past 
This year is the 100th anniversary of 
Labor Day. The bill establishing Labor Day in 
1894 was authored by U.S. Senator James H. 
Kyle from the village of Cedarville. In this 
celebration of the centennial of Labor Day, 
let's review our history. 
The first settlers in Cedarville Town-






believe that the 
mound builders 
were driven out 






Tecumseh was a great orator and 
exerted a wide influence among the tribes 
from Ohio to Florida. He was often in Xenia 
and welcomed to the James Galloway home. 
He fell in love with Rebecca Galloway. How-
ever, they never married because he would 
not take up the white man's ways and she 
could not become an Indian. 
In 1794 a survey of western Ohio was 
made by the U.S. Government under General 
Massie, and the land was opened up for sale. 
The first settler in Cedarville Township was 




forests, and the 
tribe that 
claimed Greene 
County was the 
Shawnee, one of 
the most intelli-
gent of all. Their 
capital was Old 
View of Main Street, Cedarville, looking north from the Pennsylvania Railroad. 
The hotel sign reads"Foster House" and "Feed Stable." There are no cars, two 
buggies and one dray. Dr. Myron I. Marsh is in front of the RR Crossing sign. 
Jim Caldwell(?) is holding sign. W. P. Townsley is leaning back on the chair in 
front of the big restaurant. 
--photo by Clark Nagley, Wilmington, OH and provided by Harold Strobridge. 
Chillicothe, or Old Town, three miles north of 
Xenia and seven miles west of Cedarville. 
They lived in cabins, had apple orchards, fruit 
trees, gardens, and cornfields. Some of their 
main chiefs were: Silver Heels, Cornstalk, 
Blackfish, Blackhoof, and Tecumseh. They 
hunted and fished within Cedarville town-
ship, just north of Whitelaw Reid's farm and 
across the Clifton pike near Ervin Kyle's home. 
in 1800 and bought 1000 acres, one mile 
northeast of Cedarville on both sides of 
Massie's Creek. Near the falls he made a 
crude open-face shelter. One of his closest 
neighbors was Major James Galloway. Tho-
mas had left his wife and five children behind 
in Kentucky until he could make a small 
clearing, plant a garden and corn patch, and 
erect a log cabin. 
In Cedarville the first school house 
was built by Thomas Townsley and he became 
its first teacher in 1803. The first schools were 
hewn logs with a clapboard roof. These were 
followed by small frame structures built as 
late as 1848. 
In 1810 a second school house was 
constructed, also of logs, along Massie's Creek. 
Mr. McCoy was the first teacher here. 
Mrs Gamble opened her school house 
in a hewed log building. A number of families 
combined and employed her as .the teacher. 
They paid tuition for each of their children. 
This was called a subscription school, in 
contrast to the other schools which were called 
common schools and provided free education. 
Lancelot Junkin was one of the best 
known early teachers of Cedarville Township. 
Born in Kentucky in 1806, he died in 
Jamestown in 1883. He taught in the first 
brick school house in Cedarville in 1820. 
The fourth school house of Cedarville 
Township was a log building erected on the 
Pollack farm in 1827. In 1828 a stone school 
building was erected in the village. 
The village of Cedarville was laid out 
in streets and lots in 1816 by Jesse Newport. 
entirely within the Virginia Military District 
with an area of 23,000 acres. 
Through the years Cedarville has 
gone through many changes. By 1845 the two 
main roads, now routes 42 and 72, were 
graveled. A line of overland stage coaches 
was put on by the government to carry 
passengers and mail. These big coaches were 
drawn by four horses with a relay at towns 
eight to twelve miles apart. When the team 
arrived from Xenia, a fresh team was brought 
out. They were high spirited and light weight. 
It took two men to hitch them to the coach. 
When all was ready, a driver would climb to 
the seat, prepare his whip and shout "Let them 
go .. ," When they reached the corner of Cedar 
Street, he would stop, throw off the mail sack 
and replace it with another full one. The team 
would then proceed to South Charleston. This 
was an exciting scene that occurred often for 
many passersby to behold. 
The sudden development of opera 
houses after 1870 was directly attributable to 
the railroad. The main line of the Pennsylva-




He surveyed a street on the 
north side of the creek and 
called it Chillicothe street. 
He laid off fifteen lots 
perpendicular to the south 
side of the creek and this 
became known as Main 
street. The village was 
called Milford because of 
its sawmill and bore this 
name until 1834 when a 
post office was established 
by the government. It was 
then changed to Cedarville 
due to the many cedar trees 
surrounding the creek. By 
1850 Cedarville Township 
was organized. It lay 
Main Street, looking south. Photo courtesy of Harold Strobridge. 
The Cedarville Opera House was first 
built in 1886. This building caught fire and a 
new building was erected in 1888 which is the 
structure seen today. This Opera House 
building served as a community gathering 
place not only for entertainment but for social 
events, commencements,and minstrel plays. 
In its glorious past it housed over 400. 
By the mid 1870's there were eight 
school buildings in the township. So in 1916 
the township began to erect the largest school 
building in the county outside of Xenia. It cost 
$85,000 and enrolled 63 students in the high 
school. 
Cedarville continued to grow so that 
in the 1940's there were 1045 residents. There 
were two hotels, four first class restaurants, 
and a goodly number of very fine tourist 
homes. Seven busses a day stopped in 
Cedarville to transport people. One local 
newspaper, the Cedarville Herald, was printed 
weekly. The Cedarville Dolomite Products Co. 
made hydrated lime, agricultural limestone 
and stone of any size. Grinnel's Mill made 
high grade marl. Shaw Sawmill had as their 
chief source of revenue heavy timbers for 
framing and sucker rods used in the oil fields. 
One of the most dramatic changes has 
been the development of Cedarville College. 
In 1953 there was a turnover from the Presby-
terians to the Baptist. Since then many new 
buildings have been constructed including the 
library, athletic center and many dormitories. 
In 1950 was the year Mother Nature 
turned against many of us. There was a hail 
storm that left ninety percent of the rooftops 
damaged. Then Thanksgiving weekend 
brought the infamous blizzard. 
Two tomados have struck town. One 
in 1954 damaged buildings at the college and 
damaged Bird's Variety store, the American 
Legion home, took the comer of the barber 
shop, and damaged the shelter at the park 
built by the Progressive Club. The second 
tornado was in 1974. This was the same storm 
that destroyed so much of Xenia. It damaged 
buildings on the north end of town including 
one of the dorms at the college and the high 
school gymnasium. Several structures in the 
township also were damaged. 
1956 saw the closing of the opera 
house. It was a sad time for the high school 
graduating class as they were to be the last 
ones to graduate in that fine facility. 
The first town doctor was Dr. McCune 
who came to town in 1833. He was followed 
by Dr. J.M. Stewart who began his practice in 
1846 and continued until his death. Dr. Marsh 
practiced in Cedarville until his retirement in 
1935 when Dr. 
Donald F. Kyle 





1975. Dr. Kyle 
moved his office 
there and 
continued to 
practice until his 
retirement in 
1986 .. The Kyle 
Medical Center 
houses a dentst, 
Dr. Jerry Frasure 
, an optomotrist, 
Dr. Marsh and his wife. 
Photo courtesy of 
Cedarville UP Church. 
Dr. Stephen K. Wheeler and a doctor, Dr. 
Richark K. Smith. 
Cedarville has enjoyed a slow but 
continuous growth. The population of the 
town is now approximately 3250 while the 
student population at the college numbers 
about 2300 .. 
Famous Folks 
Jam.es H. Kyle. His grandfather, 
Samuel, came to Ohio after the American 
Revolution and settled near Cedarville. 
Samuel served as associate judge for Greene 
Whitelaw Reid. About two miles 
northwest of Cedarville lies the home of 
Whitelaw Reid who was born in Cedarville in 
1837. Among his illustrious acquaintances he 
was known as a teacher, editor, and reporter. 
In Washington, D.C. he was known as a 
librarian. He served as ambassador to France 
County for more than forty 
years and was a veteran of 
the War of 1812. James was 
born in 1854 in Cedarville. He 
was ten years old when his 
father, Thomas Kyle, returned 
home from serving as a 
captain in the Civil War. The 
year 1865 brnught hardship to 
many families. Thomas 
decided to move to Urbana, 
Illinois, where many 
Cedarville members of the 
Covenanters' faith had gone 
to better their lot in life. 
Thomas entered the ministry 
and James later followed his 
footsteps. James returned to 
Cedarville College Float in the 1916 Centennial parade. It is in front of the 
Opera House. Photo courtesy of Harold Strobridge. 
Ohio to graduate from Oberlin College in 
1878. In 1885 he moved to Aberdeen, South 
Dakota, and organized a church in which he 
served as pastor until 1890. At this time James 
was invited to give the invocation during a 
political rally. The candidate for the party did 
not show up and the committee turned to 
James for help. After a very moving speech, 
the crowd nominated him 
for the district's state 
senator. In 1891, he was 
elected U.S. Senator from 
South Dakota. On August 
28, 1893, Senator Kyle 
introduced Senate Bill S-730 
which would establish 
Labor Day as a national 
holiday. The following year 
President Grover Cleveland 
signed the bill into law. 
Whitelaw Reid 
and was the last ambassador to England. He 
represented the U.S. Government at the 
coronation of King Edward. He was nomi-
nated on the Republican national ticket in 1892 
for Vice President of the United States. As an 
author, he contributed two large volumes on 
"Ohio in the War." His home is now the 
present residence of Lieutenant Govenor 
Michael DeWine. 
Wilbur Dick Nesbit. Born in 1871 he 
was an author and poet. He began his news-
paper career in the office of the Cedarville 
Herald. He went on to become the feature 
writer for the Chicago Tribune. Mr. Nesbit has 
long been recognized as one of the most 
versatile figures in literary circles in the 
United States. His great poem, "Your Flag and 
My Flag," won the hearts of many Americans, 
and led him to the honor of being acclaimed 
poet laureate. Mr. Nesbit could have climbed 
high on the ladder of success, but he never 
forgot the town where his roots began and 
returned later to Cedarville to write and 
dedicate a poem for its centennial in 1916. 
Eleanor Parker. "The Sound of 
Music" is an all-time favorite of many people. 
Its first release starred Eleanor Parker. It 
comes closer to us because Cedarville was 
Eleanor's first home. Her father was then 
superintendent of Cedarville Public Schools. 
As a star in motion pictures under Warner 
Brothers producers, Eleanor Parker became 
prominent and widely known through thirty-
three films in her twenty-three year acting 
career. 
Wallace Reid. Another actor was 
Wallace Reid who was related to Donna Reed. 
Originally their names were spelled Reid, but 
somewhere along the way the spelling was 
changed. · 
"Bumpus" Jones. A history of 
Cedarville would not be complete without a 
mention of the famous baseball pitcher, 
"Bumpus" Jones. 
Churches 
In 1828 Rev. Hugh McMillan of the 
Reformed Presbyterian Church was invited to 
become the first full time pastor. He had a 
congregation in South Carolina and many 
members moved to Cedarville with him 
because of their objection to slavery. 
In 1853 the old church building on 
Massie's Creek was torn down and the stones 
and brick were used to build a new church 
building, which is now Alford Auditorium. 
Rev. J. F. Morton was called to serve 
in 1863. During his pastorate Cedarville 
College was founded. The year was 1887. A 
new chuch building was erected in 1902 at the 
corner of Main and Cedar Streets. Cedarville 
College was chartered in 1887 and opened its 
doors in 1894. The corner stone is on Old 
Main and called Founders Hall. Its primary 
function was to offer students theological 
training, prepare teachers, and provide higher 
education for the local community. The new 
church building, completed in 1902, was sold 
in 1961 by the Presbyterians and is now Grace 
Baptist Church. 
Cedarville's religious roots run deep 
and there are now seven different denomina-
tions in town. 
The Underground 
Railroad 
Anti-slavery sentiments ran deep in 
Cedarville and there were several stops on the 
Underground Railroad in the Township. 
Three stops are well remembered. 
The William Collins Farm at the corner of 
Bradfute and Wilberforce-Clifton Roads was 
one such haven. Today you can still see the 
remains of the dug well and a tunnel which 
was used to hide runaways. 
Another such stop was located on 
Grinnel Road on the Corry Farm. The only 
thing left today is the barn. However, the 
slaves were hidden under the dining room. A 
trap door under the rug and table provided 
access. 
The old Ferguson place on Clifton 
Road was the home of a family by the name of 
Gregg. A chest sat in front of a hidden door 
along the stairway which led to a trap door in 
the basement. 
The Massie Creek Associate Church 
led by Revemd Armstrong moved to this area 
in protest of the slavery issue. He was an 
instrumental leader in coordinating the 
underground through the Cedarville area. 
The only stop in town was on the corner of 
Walnut Street and Columbus Pike. 
Black History 
.Cedarville is proud of its Black Heritage. 
One of the first black families were the Peterson's 
who probably settled.in Cedarville during the late 
1870's. There were numerous occupations which 
were of great importance to the community and 
contributed to the growth of Cedarville. 
His restaurant was a couple of doors from the train 
depot. 
The town's herb specialist was Minnie 
Hamilton. There were two liquid soap makers, 
Sally Smith and Katherine Webster. They sold 
their soap for 5¢ a cup. Asa Jones and Winnifred 
Wingate were the town's two shoe cobblers. 
Among the town's seamstresses were two 
dress makers, Jennie and Lula Pearl Stout. Tish 
There were five 11!1!!!!!!1!!1•!!!!1!!1!!!1111----••-------------------. 
barbers: Foster Banks, 
Grant Scott, Charles 
Smith, Baully Pettiford 
and Charlie Spencer. 
Charlie had his barber 
chair in the comer of the 
village pool hall of 
which he was also the 
proprietor. Our black 
barbers catered mostly to 
the whites. It was in the 
later years that they 
started servicing blacks 
as well. 
Cedarville also 
had two blacksmiths, 
Tom Lemonsand and 
James Venable; three 
mechanics, Charles 
Bennett, Louis Smith, 
and William Fisher . 
:~~tf~-1~ 
At the RR station, July 18, 1936, waiting for the 10:16 are B. McFarland, 
Jim Webster, Asa Jones, Jr. Jones. Photo courtesy of Harold Strogridge. 
Charles Bennett served as Cedarville's first black 
councilman. 
Maurice Peterson was a carpenter by 
trade. In addition, he was the town's snowpath 
maker. This was in the early 1900's. He took a 
piece of wood, made it triangular in shape, put it on 
a stand on runners, hooked it up to his horse and 
plowed paths for people during snow days. He 
also would cut ice in the winter months to be stored 
for summer use. 
There were three restaurants in town. 
They included the Evans restaurant and the College 
Club. Cooks were Belle Phillips and Zadie 
Peterson. The Restauranteer was Sherman Jones. 
Jones was known for her beautiful quilts. 
Ethel Keyes was known as the town 
pianist. She played for the medicine shows and the 
local movie house. Entertainment was abundant 
and Susy Epps produced the annual comedy show. 
Other notable people include several 
teachers: Janice Weakley, Ella Weakley, Miss 
Hathway, Richard Willis, Jerry Willis and Jean 
Botkins. Some are still teaching today. 
Anna Bennett, who still lives in 
Cedarville, was a teacher in Jamestown. She 
helped establish the present Senior Citizen Center 
and served as its president for the first seven years. 
. . ._ . l t 
Aerial View of Cedarville. Photo provided by Harold Strobridge. 
Passersby know Cedarville for state ro, .. tes 42 and 72. We know there is so much more. 
Its quaint tree lined streets, arched bridges, the falls, its old mills, the railroad gateway to impor-
tant cities, and the Opera House all added to i.:; uniqueness. But most important are the people. 
For it is the people who have come before who have given us our rich heritage. And it will be the 
people who give us the future. 
This brochure was developed in conjunction with 
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